Sociology 100 Fall 2007


Sociology 100: Introduction to Sociology

Professor: Dr. Heather Downs

Meeting times: 2:00- 2:50 MWF



Class location: Foellinger Auditorium

E-mail: hdowns@uiuc.edu
Office: 342 B Lincoln Hall

Office phone: 333.0455

Office hours: 4-5 MW 
Head TA: Holly Slawkowski

E-mail: hslawko2@uiuc.edu
Office: 50 ABC Lincoln Hall

Office hours: 11-12:30 Thursdays 
See your discussion section syllabus for information about your teaching assistant’s office hours and contact information. 

Course Description

This course covers the foundations of Sociological thought and practice. It will provide background on some of the key areas of Sociology. You will also hone some important life skills in this course including critical thinking, writing and understanding the social world. 
Organization of the Course

Lecture


You are registered for a MWF lecture. The readings for each week are listed on the syllabus. You should do the readings before lecture meets that week. In addition, study guides are available on compass (see below for website). Use the textbook and the lecture to answer the questions on these guides. In turn, you can use this as preparation for the exams. 
Discussion Sections



You must be registered for a discussion section. The section meets once a week. Your teaching assistant for the discussion section is your instructor for this course who is in charge of calculating your grade at the end of the semester. You should e-mail or speak with your teaching assistant with any questions regarding exams, assignments, grading, absences and lectures. 

Course Materials

· The required textbook for this course is Richard T. Schaefer’s Sociology. 2007. 10th Edition. The textbook is on reserve at the Undergraduate Library. 

· A detailed description of each of your assignments is in the Sociology 100 workbook which is available at Notes-n-Quotes (502 East John St.). You will need to purchase this workbook.  
· The course website is found at http://compass.uiuc.edu. The primary uses for compass are to post grades for the discussion sections and to access the study guides. Contact your teaching assistant if you have any questions about how to use compass. 

Course Policies

Attendance

A portion of your course grade is based on attendance in your discussion section. You will earn points for every class that you attend, excluding certain weeks (see section below for details on those weeks). You will not be counted as present if you are more than ten minutes late. 
Late Assignments

Assignments must be turned in at the end of your discussion section. If the assignment is not handed in at the end of class then it is considered late. Assignments will be dropped by ten percent for every day, not course period, in which they are late.  
Cheating and plagiarism

Cheating and plagiarism will be punished to the full extent that the University allows. It is your responsibility to become familiar with the University of Illinois’ policies regarding cheating and plagiarism. 
Assignments
Short Assignments – 10 x 20 points each = 200 points total

Every week you will complete a short assignment that is due in your discussion section. The details for each of these assignments are available in the Sociology 100 workbook. Each short assignment is worth 20 points. There are 12 weeks of short assignments but only 10 count towards your grade, therefore, you can miss two weeks of assignments without penalty to your grade. If you complete more than 10, only the highest of those grades will count towards your grade. You must complete the first, sixth and last short assignment. 
Midterm and Final Exams – 100 points each = 200 points total 
The midterm exam will cover information from the first half of the course. The final exam will cover information from the second half of the course.
Attendance – 50 points

You will earn 5 points for every discussion section class that you attend for a total of 50 points. Some weeks do not count towards attendance including the first week of classes (August 22nd-24th), the second week of classes (August 26th – 31st), midterm exam week (October 14th – 19th) and final exam week (December 2nd – 7th). You will not be counted as present if you are more than ten minutes late to class. This leaves 11 discussion section meetings that count towards your grade, therefore, you can miss one discussion section meeting without penalty to your grade. 
Participation – 50 points

In order to receive full points for participation you must make comments during class discussion that demonstrate that you understand the class concepts. You should also treat your classmates and the instructor with respect during class lecture and discussion.
Extra Credit – 10 points

You can write a 2 page paper on a talk or event sponsored by the Sociology Department, Afro-American Studies, Asian-American Studies, Latino/Latina Studies, the Native American House or Gender and Women’s Studies. One page should summarize the event and the other page should provide your critical sociological insight into the event. You can only complete one extra credit paper which is worth 10 points.
Total Points Earned = Final Course Grade

480-500 points = A+ 


380-399 points = C+

299 or below points = F

465-479 points = A


365-379 points = C

450-464 points = A-


350-364 points = C-

430-449 points = B+


330-349 points = D+

415-429 points = B


315-329 points = D

400-414 points = B-


300-314 points = D-

Week 1: August 22/24
Introduction to the course and the Sociological Imagination

Read: Schaefer Chapter 1 -  pages 3-9
Week 2: August 27/29/31

Practice of Sociology

Read: Schaefer Chapter 1 – pages 9-22
Assignment: “Sociology and Me” due in discussion section

Week 3: September 5/7
September 3 - LABOR DAY NO CLASS 

Sociological Research

Read: Schaefer Chapter 2
Assignment: “Exploring Urbana-Champaign” due in discussion section

Week 4: September 10/12/14

Socialization
Read: Schaefer Chapter 4
Assignment: “Breaking Social Norms” due in discussion section

Week 5: September 17/19/21
Education
Read: Schaefer Chapter 16
Assignment: “Savage Inequalities” due in discussion section

Week 6: September 24/26/28
Organizations and Work
Read: Schaefer Chapters 6 and 18
Assignment: “Where does your coffee come from?” due in discussion section

Week 7: October 1/3/5
Culture and Media
Read: Schaefer Chapters 3 and 7
Assignment: “Analyzing Media Construction of Events” due in discussion section

Week 8: October 8/10/12
Family
Read: Schaefer Chapter 14
Assignment: “Comparing Generations” due in discussion section

Week 9: October 15/17/19
Midterm Week
Week 10: October 22/24/26
Gender
Read: Schaefer Chapter 12
Assignment: “Toys and Gender” due in discussion section

Week 11: October 29/31 and November 2
Race and Ethnicity
Read: Schaefer Chapter 11
Assignment: “Race Autobiography” due in discussion section

Week 12: November 5/7/9
Social Class
Read: Schaefer Chapter 9
Assignment: “Social Class on TV” due in discussion section

Week 13: November 12/14/16
Crime and Deviance

Read: Schaefer Chapter 8
Assignment: “Deviance in Music” due in discussion section

Week 14: November 19/21/23
FALL BREAK – NO CLASS
Week 15: November 26/28/30
Globalization
Read: Schaefer Chapters 10 and 23
Assignment: “Sociology and Me Part II” due in discussion section

Week 16: December 3/5/7

Final Exam Week

Read: Schaefer p. 24-25; 42; 86; 173; 235; 280; 343; 376; 404; 434
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